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Poland today. The movement Is politically mo i>ure, developing and ex - 
panding under the very heel of Nazi terror, growing stronger despite 
oppression, and resolutely determined to destroy it, 

\ THE -UNKNOWN "BANDITS" / 

GermaV Officials on Polish Guerillas 

The Germans are anxious to suppress all ^formation concerning 
Polish armed resistance. Nunintentionally,hopever, they have officially 
admitted Its existence. Late in 1940, the jNarschauer Zeitung publish- 
ed an article reviewing the work of the German police and the S. S. 
during the first year of thsj General Gowfrnment. The article stresses 
that "Fighting various gangs\is a majorat ask of the German police. The 
Polish forests have always been a favojrite hide-out for all sorts of 
bandits and criminal gangs. Gangsterism has become especially preval- 
ent in war-time." The German nWsparJr further states that the ban- 
dits" have machine-guns ,hand-g%ncuyB‘, and other fire-arms,. German 
mounted and foot police operated throughout the winter and spring, 
attempting to- wipe out the ^Unte^spfe-nschtnm (Human Scum) . 

On the day following the publication of the above article, the spe- 
cial War-Pros s - Bulletin of the IfezsA Party, 'Die Innere Front , publish- 
ed an .interview with Moder, theAaranw Chief of the S.S.,who declared 
openly that " 30^ of the t erroyLst paLids which have occurred. during 
the last winter were politically motivated . " "But - he continued - no 
political raids have occuredf after th\ French defeat. 

However, the "Warschauer /eitung" itself contradicts .Herr Moder * s 
conclusion in its freq.uent#accounts of ^criminal activities . The 
true character of these "criminal activities, becomes clear when the 
report states, as in one on the October, 19^N is sues, that the band 
which attacked the forever’s house near Boozkowico took nothing but 

fire-arms." / ■ \ 

German papers have fe cently made reference \o at least three such 
•bands operating in Wejrbern Poland alone. Frequent raids on. Post Of - 
fices are reported - An this way the guerillas get money with which 
to keep themselves aiive. The "Krakauer Zeitung? recently admitted 
that "several GermaA military -objectives were attacked in one night 
by the bandits . " / 
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n mm p.es a high- reward for the deliver y of ,, the body- 

one 'Rrmnftmipj I.ahos .a _.banl h , i 1, i |, ], , lillut'mi 'i ~l “ol ii to be 

ng!^pePBHng in Upper Silesia. This "gang" is 



jgain sabotage, and is also alleged to have been 
le death of a high German police official. 



Several weeks ago, after a devious route, a casket of earth reached 
England. Taken from the grave at Skarzysko it was sent with a full 
account of the massacre, as a token to the Poles fighting in freedom 
from those fighting in chains. 

The story of Skarzysko is one of many. Skarzysko is in the industr- 
ial center of Poland, in a district to, which the Germans have trans- 
ferred some of their war industries when the R.A.F. began to pay too 
much attention to the Ruhr. The Polish manager of one of the Skarzys- 
ko factories delivered to the Germans some vital blueprints. Soon 
afterwards he was assassinated. 

The German military authorities took brutal revenge for this in- 
terference with their plans. They arrested 300 of the factory workers, 
drove them through the street at the points of bayonets , literally 
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■ hunted, them through a forest on the outskirts of the town, rounded 
■them up again in a clearing and ordered them to dig a trench. Then 
the three hundred were mowed With machine guns. When the ghastly 
execution was over, the Gerrfiflhs threw thq bodies into the trench, flung 
the earth over them, and packed it down with lorries. 

Now comes the news that' t’Wo 'munition trains collided near the same 
town; by the time the Nazis" reached the spot, a hundred cases of gun - 
powder had disappeared - stolen by unknown "bandits". 

These , "bandits" ,as the NasiS call them,are carrying on that grim 
and terrible guerilla warfare' which no efforts of the Gestapo and 
the S*S. can crush. 

SELF -EDUCATION AS A. WEAPON OF .RESISTANCE 

Nazi philosophy regards Foies as an "inferior race", whose sole 
task is to serve the German, "lenrenvolk" . A slave needs no education. 
There fore, all high schools, colleges , and universities have been closed, 
all scientific libraries transferred to Germany/ Scholars and stud- 
ents have no opportunity whatsoever to continue their work. 

Nevertheless, Polish cultural life has not /capitulated. It has found 
refuge in clandestine high schools and even /colleges, in private scien- 
tific researches , and in self -duucation. Like the other attempts to 
continue the activities of free Poland, educational work is conducted 
illegally, thus constituting one of the elements of general under - 
ground resistance, y / 

Perhaps the most important or these ^activities Is self-education, 
which has played a very important part/ in the country before the /war. 

In agricultural Poland, where , the\numher of intellectual centers was 
comparatively small, Individual .arm group self-education was a major 
factor in the process of social development and contributed to the 
rise of the movement for "the emancipation among the broad masses of 
peasants and workers. Many .o'rganiE anions aided this work among young 
people by instruction, radio, discussions , and the lending of books. 

Poland has a rich, tradition, a-ncy experience in this field. 

Today self-education provides a substitute for the abolished in - 
stitutions of learning aM'Hapies on t^e cultural life of the count - 
ry in this period of darkness/ The underaround press stresses its 
importance in the resistance/against German domination. "Educate 
yourself" Is a popular slogs/h in the Polish illegal newspapers , which 
also carry numerous instructions for group^and individuals on books, 
techniques and programs of /study. \ 

Usually, the groups consist of several persons working together. 

The number of these groups# Is apparently very] large , and their need 
of instruction great. We lyave "recently received a booklet entitled: 
"instructions for Members |of . Self-Education Groups" , published Illeg- 
ally In Poland to meet this heed. The booklet contains detailed ad — 
vice on methods of studyJ: 

That this entirely unpolitical book had to be. published illegally 
is in itself a standing indictment of the inhumanly destructive 
methods of Nazi rule In ijhe conquered countries. Its publication is 
an inspiring expression of the resolute spirit of Polish resistance. 

Poland is determined tV maintain its cultural existence despite . 

all the horrors of slavery, despite all attempts of the Nazis to 
annihilate its spiritual heritage. h 




